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As the Prefect of the Vatican Library I was appointed a ‘perdurante munere’ member of the
Pontifical Academy of Sciences on 24 May 1997.

I obtained my doctorate in ecclesiastical history at the Gregorian University of Rome. I was
Professor of the History of the Ancient Church at the Salesian Pontifical University of Rome
from 1965 to1997 and was Rector of the same university from 1977 to 1983 and from 1992
to 1997. I was also for a period President of the Committee of the Pontifical Universities of
Rome. Within the Roman Curia I was Under-Secretary of the Pontifical Council for Culture
from 1986 to 1992 and Secretary of the Pontifical Committee for Historical Sciences from
1980 to 1992.



